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Sweet Financial Services Celebrates 30 Years!
We’re celebrating the 30th Anniversary of Sweet Financial Services in 2017!  Our team would not be 
where we are today without your continued support, loyalty and friendship.  While a lot has changed 
over the past 30-years, one goal has remained the same:  to help you get to a retirement that you 
can’t wait to wake up to! 

Some of you may be thinking that Bryan has been in business longer than 30-years.  And that is true.  
He began working in the financial services & insurance industry in 1979 right out of college.  Then 
eight years later, Sweet Financial Services, Inc. was born!   

What happened 30 Years ago?  Here are some fun facts and memories from the year 1987:

• In 1987, SFS was located on 1st Street in the old Public Utilities building.

• Bryan Sweet had brown hair and a lot more of it back in 1987!

• Callee Becker was a junior at Fairmont Jr/Sr High School and working part-time at Krahmer & 
Bishop Law Firm and the Fairmall Cinema.  

• Denise Chrischilles was working at Art’s-Way Mfg in the accounting department and living on 
Iowa Lake with husband Gene, and had a baby in diapers and a Kindergartner.

Happenings in our country:  

• US Stock Market Crashes on Monday, October 19th, 1987 with a 508 point drop or 22.6% 
decline for the DJIA

• Soul singer Aretha Franklin was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (and was also 
the very first female artist to be included)

• 1 gallon of gas was 89 cents (now avg. price is $2.24/gallon)

• 1 LB of Bacon was $1.80 (now avg. price is $5.18)

The Results are In…
For the fourth consecutive year, Sweet Financial Services 
is excited to announce that we have received the Women’s 
Choice Award® 2017 for Financial Advisors. The Women’s 
Choice Award is a recognition program for qualified advisors 
who are committed to the women’s market and serving and 
empowering female clients. Achieving this award reaffirms the commitment the team at 
Sweet Financial Services has to extraordinary service in addressing the financial needs 
of women and their families. Sweet Financial Services represents one of two advisors in 
Minnesota to proudly earn the Women’s Choice Award®.  The Women’s Choice Award is 
the only national award identifying brands on the recommendations and preferences of 
women!
The Women’s Choice Award® by WomenCertified®, is the premier recognition award for advisors who provide quality service to 
their female clients. The Award is based on 17 objective criteria associated with providing quality service to women clients such as 
credentials, experience and a favorable regulatory history. Financial advisors may have paid a basic program fee to cover the cost of 
comprehensive review and client survey. The full award criteria can be found here: http://www.wife.org/wp-content/uploads/WCAFA-
Compliance-Review.pdf    Raymond James is not affiliated with The Women’s Choice Award®, WomenCertified®, or the Women’s 
Institute for Financial Education.  The recognition is not indicative of future investment performance and may not be representative of 
individual clients’ experience.  

P 507-235-5587 | 1-800-658-2507                                 
www.sweetfinancial.com 
Sweet Financial Services is an independent firm.

Securities Offered Through



2

Investor Access:  
At Your Desk or 
On-The-Go
By Jessica Salic, Concierge Services Associate

The free, secure, online portal Investor Access 
was designed to help you get the most out 
of your accounts, bringing your day-to-day 
finances and long-term investments together 
in one place.  But it does something even more 
important – it gives you the control you need to 
effectively monitor your assets from any com-
puter or mobile device.

Log on to review activity and balances in all your accounts, individually or combined.  
Not only do you gain access to the most up-to-date account information, when and 
where you need it, but you can also take advantage of concrete online features:

• Get your account documents when you need them (statements, tax information, 
etc – you can choose electronic delivery or paper!)

• Access key data such as unrealized and realized gains and losses & cost basis

• Gain quick access to cash management features, such as online bill pay 

• Get access to up to 14 years of historical data

• Download Account data to Quicken or CSV

• View up to 13 months of account activity

Investor Access delivers the information you need precisely when, where and how you 
want it!  To get started, contact myself or Sarah Willers at the office or visit our website, 
www.sweetfinancial.com and click on Client Login and then the Raymond James Inves-
tor Access tab.

Get the Exclusive Scoop on 
Bryan’s New Book!

Dare to Dream reveals valuable insight into the retirement planning process from Bryan 
Sweet, who has been helping clients realize their retirement dreams since the begin-
ning of his career in 1979. The passion behind the creation of Dare to Dream, is to help 
you optimize your assets that you have been building for your entire career so that 
retirement becomes the most fulfilling, rewarding, and joyful time of your life. BONUS:  
The book contains chapters at the end specifically for women and business owners, to 
help address the unique challenges they face in planning for the retirement they can’t 
wait to wake up to!  Do you have a friend or family member that “Dare’s to Dream”? 
We’d love to send them a book! Just call our office and we will happily send one so they 
too can start designing their dream retirement! 

All proceeds from the sale of Dare to Dream will be donated to The Marilyn Sweet Bor-
chardt Education Foundation. Bryan established this foundation to help single women 
who have children going to college. Through the foundation, we give out grants to help 
the children of those single moms go to school. Bryan established this foundation in 
honor of his mom, who was in a similar position and sacrificed so much to allow him to 
get a better education. Currently we are able to help support two young people each 
year, and as the fund grows, we will expand the number of grants we provide. 

Our team will also be providing seminars for groups of all sizes specifically on the Dare 
to Dream book. Do you know a group that could benefit and learn from the authors of 
Dare to Dream? We are happy to create a custom seminar specifically for the group!  
Interested parties contact:  Brittany@sweetfinancial.com. 

Raymond James is not affiliated with The Marilyn Sweet Borchardt Education Foundation.

Client Service
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Navigating Your Dreams
Navigating Your Dreams   
By Bryan Sweet, CLU, ChFC, MSFS, CFS 
Founder and CEO-SFS,Wealth Advisor-RJFS 

Every occurrence in life is based on probabilities.  
If, for example, you flip a coin in the air, there’s a 
50/50 chance of it landing on heads or tails.  And 
the same truth applies to extraordinary success 
at work or at home.  Certain actions have a low 
probability of bringing about success, while other 
activities are very likely to work out.  Success 
leaves a trail.  

That being the case, I’ve noticed that EVERY 
highly successful person sets goals and then 
develops habits that help turn those goals into 
the payoffs they want.  Obviously there’s a very 
high probability that GOALS really do work.   

I want you to ask yourself a question.  Do you have goals and dreams written down 
for today, tomorrow, six weeks from now, six months from now, and six years from 
now?  I hope so because your level of success is almost perfectly correlated with your 
willingness and ability to set goals and on your discipline for taking action on those 
goals.  Here are five steps to get you started:

 1.  THINK ABOUT TOMORROW...TODAY!

The past has one primary purpose:  to teach you something.  That’s it. Learn from it 
and move on.

Think about the things you want to achieve in the future, but think about them today 
and every day.  Write them down and read them every morning and then before you 
go to bed at night.  What you continually think about is more likely to happen.  

 2. FREE UP YOUR IMAGINATION.

Most people fail to become as successful as they could be because they suffer from a 
clamped-down imagination.  They can’t imagine they could do more, be more, or have 
more.  But when you learn how to free up that part of your brain, amazingly powerful 
things happen.

When Disney World was opened in Florida, a tourist came up to Mike Vance, the 
Creative Director at Disney headquarters, and said, “Isn’t it too bad that Walt didn’t live 
to see all this?”  Vance replied, “He DID. That’s why it’s here.” 

By contrast, if you don’t have a freed-up imagination, you won’t achieve the great goals 
and dreams you could have achieved.  Do not listen to the “nay-sayers”!

3.  DEDICATE YOURSELF TO QUALITY.

Goal setting and goal achieving is not some sloppy, haphazard, activity. The real 
achievers in life produce real results because they know “good enough” is never “good 
enough.”  They are dedicated to quality.  “Go the Extra mile, its never crowded”. 

What does that mean?  Quality comes from loving what you do.   

But dedicating yourself to quality also means dedicating yourself to hard work. As 

Humorist Will Rogers said, “Don’t let yesterday take up too much of 
today.”  He knew if you spend too much of your time thinking about 
the “what-if’s” you’re basically stuck.  You’re not moving toward the 

fulfillment of any new goals and dreams.  

Continued on page 7



We are very excited to be starting our 4th year of Women Forward!  We can’t thank 
our membership enough for the support and guidance they have given us over the 
last few years.

Women Forward of Sweet Financial kicked off 2017 with a bang! The team hosted Re-
nee Rongen, a woman who lives her life with passion, energy and purpose! She spoke 
on her life experiences and the entire audience was a non-stop roar of laughter! It 
was great to laugh, especially hearing how sometimes to get through the tough times 
you NEED to laugh, but she didn’t just make us laugh, she made us think and ask our-
selves the tough questions. Do you actually live your life and go all in each and every 
day? Do you succumb to the joy suckers in life and let those people bring you down?  
Renee gave us inspiration and motivation to find ways to transform our life and bring 
ourselves to that ideal level of happiness and to start living and acting differently! 

Our team members and Women Forward members also participated in Renee 
Rongen’s Ultimate Pajama 
Party! We asked our guests 
to bring a pair of pajamas 
(any size) to be donated to 
Options Pregnancy Center 
of Fairmont. Why Options 
Pregnancy Center? Op-
tions Pregnancy Center in 
Fairmont is a non-profit 
organization that provides 
free services to anyone with 
pregnancy needs in the 
Fairmont area and beyond. 
They provide counseling for 
pregnancy, plans for adop-
tion and parenting as well as pre-natal and parenting education. They also provide 
material help for emergency supplies such as formula, diapers, maternity clothing, 
baby clothing and of course this includes PAJAMAS! Women Forward event attendees 
donated almost 100 pairs of pajamas! Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to 
everyone that participated in the Ultimate Pajama Party. The power of giving is amaz-
ing!! 

Women Forward is so proud to bring wonderful speakers to Fairmont.   Our calendar 
for the year has fewer events but they will be more impactful to many women.  Keep 
an eye out for our next event which is scheduled for April.

The rest of the Women Forward events will be for members only.  If you have come to 
our events before and have seen the value but are not yet a Women Forward mem-
ber, we encourage you to go to the Sweet Financial website at www.sweetfinancial.
com and click on the Women Forward tab.  Then just click on join and you are there!  
We feel these events help empower and educate women to become more confident 
in their financial life.  We encourage you to take that step towards living your best life!

Life’s Your Legacy…Live it! 

Raymond James is not affiliated with Women Forward, Renee Rongen or The Options Pregnancy Center of Fairmont.

For Women Only

Women Forward Happenings 
By Lynne Burgraff, CDFATM, WMS, Wealth Advisor-RJFS, and Amber Knips, CFP®, 
Wealth Advisor-RJFS

 

Words of Wisdom
“Believe in yourself!  Have faith in your abilities!  Without a humble 

but reasonable confidence in your own powers you cannot be 
successful or happy.” 

– Norman Vincent Peale4



5

Staff Training Updates
By Brittany Anderson, Director of Operations

While we are hoping for the temps outside to warm 
up quickly we definitely haven’t “cooled down” over 
the winter months when it comes to team learning 
and development!  We ended 2016 with our annual 
staff retreat where the entire team got together for 
a day to strategize ways to enhance our client expe-
rience and become more efficient and effective in 
all that we do.  Shortly thereafter Bryan, Ty and Brit-
tany each attended their individual Strategic Coach 
classes which helps us to plan for the future and 
strategize what is most pressing in our business right now so that we are consistently 
deliver world-class service to each of our current and future clients.  Brittany recently 
attended two Genius Network meetings which consists of high level entrepreneurs 
from around the world who collaborate to share ideas and strategies to continually 
improve their practice, all while connecting with some of the top minds in each per-
son’s industry.  She was also granted the opportunity to do a “10-minute Talk” at the 
event, where she shared her insights with the group on the freedom that comes from 
ridding yourself of toxic relationships.  Oliver attended the Raymond James Advanced 
Wealth Management Symposium which focuses on topics such as portfolio manage-
ment, estate and charitable planning, risk management, bank and lending solutions 
and concentrated wealth planning with executives and business owners.  It is through 
each of these training opportunities that we are able to grow as a team and provide 
the optimal service possible to each of our current and future clients.  As always, we 
are excited to share with you the ways in which we continue to grow and thrive for 
our clients!

Staff Training

A Little-Known Reason 
to Use a 401k Over a 
SIMPLE or SEP IRA 
By Oliver Kollofski, CFP®, CPWA®, Regis-
tered Representative-RJFS, Director of Wealth 
Services-SFS

If you are a business owner, it is likely that you 
have some sort of company retirement plan, 
whether it be a 401(k), a SIMPLE IRA, or a SEP 
IRA.  There are many variables that are factored 

when selecting the best for your company, but today we will highlight one of the 
little-know benefits of a 401(k) relative to SIMPLE or SEP IRAs.

What is this benefit you ask? It is enhanced creditor protection.  A 401(k) is shield-
ed from creditors; with the exception of the IRS if unpaid taxes or a QDRO in the 
case of a divorce.  Even if you have $10 million in a 401(k), the entire amount is 
typically off-limits for angry creditors. In contrast, a SIMPLE or SEP is an IRA and 
receives general creditor protection under state law.

Note: the rules discussed above relate to general creditor protection (non-bank-
ruptcy situations).  In bankruptcy, both 401(k) and IRA assets are generally fully 
protected.

Also note that the creditor protection above does not apply to solo 401(k)’s, 
where the only participant(s) is you or you and your spouse.

To learn if it might be more advantageous for your business to utilize a 401(k) as 
opposed to a SIMPLE IRA or SEP IRA, please contact us.
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Denise Chrischilles – 
What are your dreams for the future?  For my husband Gene and me, one of our 
dreams is to spend as much time as possible with our grandchildren!  We have four 
grandchildren with another one on the way.  Six year old Caleb and his four year old 
brother Parker keep us going with Superheroes, LEGOs, putting on music shows and 
are definitely all boys!  Four year old Lilly and her two year old sister Lainee are all 
about dancing and singing, tutus, dolls, playing kitchen and are certainly all girl!  We 
love it all and laugh a lot and sleep really good at night and look forward to spending 
time with them (and their parents too) whenever we can.  So keep dreaming…..we 
do!!

Callee Becker – 
Normally I’m not one to be happy about the winter season but since we’ve had a 
couple kids join hockey it’s not quite as bad as it used to be!  Seth (one of the twins) 
and our youngest, Beau, both decided they needed to try hockey back in 2015 and 
they really have taken a liking to it!  This 
season Seth is playing on the Bantam B 
team and Beau is on the Squirt A team. 
Chris & I are really enjoying watching 
both of them learn & develop a love for 
the game.  It’s also fun traveling to the 
different arenas and developing new 
friendships with the other parents. As 
soon as hockey season ends I will be in 
full-on “graduation” mode as my oldest, 
Noah, is a senior!  He’s got a passion for 
soccer and would like to continue play-
ing as he moves on to college.  So stay 
tuned for an update later this spring!  
Our daughter Eden (Seth’s twin) isn’t 
quite as busy as the boys and likes to 
spend time with her friends and helps 
manage the Fairmont Girls C-Squad 
basketball team.  This spring she’ll get 
back to running with the junior high 
track team.  In my spare time (haha), I enjoy teaching 8th grade confirmation, serving 
as an adult leader for our Silver Lake 4H Club and sitting on the board of the Fairmont 
Soccer Association. I will also be celebrating my 22nd year at Sweet Financial in June!  

Personal Notes
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Continued from page 3

author and pastor Robert Schuller indicated, “Spectacular achievement is always 
preceded by unspectacular preparation.” 

4.  STICK TO IT.

Disney even created his own word for this:  sticktoativity.  It was his way of saying, 
“Hang in there.  Keep on.  Persist.  Refuse to give up.”  Without it, your dreams aren’t 
going to be realized.   

5.  HAVE FUN AS YOU WORK TOWARD YOUR GOALS AND DREAMS. 

You might think the great producers in life are those who do nothing but work.  I 
mentioned work and persistence in points 3 and 4 above, but that’s just a part of the 
story.  Great achievers have always balanced the attainment of their goals with fun. 
In fact, I would even argue that they had the energy to achieve so many of their goals 
because they made sure they had fun in the process. 

You’ve heard people say you can have everything you want in life.  That’s a bit of a 
stretch.  But you can have almost everything you want in life…IF you know how to set 
goals and then implement the correct steps.  Try these for starters.

Here’s to living your dreams!

Raymond James is not affiliated with any of the individuals named in this piece.

Congratulations to Jacob Hartke, Associate Director of Wealth Services-SFS 
for obtaining his Life/Accident/Health Insurance license in the State of Minnesota.  
He is now licensed to consult on any insurance or variable investment decisions.  
We are proud of the commitment to professional development and customer 
service he’s shown since joining the firm in 2015.

Supporting the Martin County Area Foundation.  In 2016, the Martin County 
Area Foundation celebrated their 25th anniversary and started a 3-year match-
ing campaign.  Call Bryan to learn more about how each dollar you give can be 
matched.  And then talk to your financial planner or tax advisor to determine 
the best way for you to donate, as some options may have more tax advantages.   
Stay in touch with the Martin County Area Foundation by visiting:  www.mcarea-
foundation.org *Raymond James is not affiliated with the Martin County Area Foundation.

Join the Community of Dreamers on Social Media
Do you consider yourself a Dreamer? A Big Thinker? A social Butterfly? Did you 
know that Sweet Financial is getting social? We post a variety of things to our 
Facebook, Twitter, Youtube and LinkedIn pages, such as: quotes, links to our edu-
cation blogs from the Sweet website, staff updates, events, and so many more 
fun facts that you definitely won’t want to miss! Not only do we have a page for 
Sweet Financial, but you can also find Women Forward and Smarter Business! So 
spread the word and like our pages to join in on the conversation!  You can easily 
search for our pages in your social search bar or find the pages at the bottom of 
each page of our website www.sweetfinancial.com. 

 

P.S. Don’t forget to check our website for weekly Blog updates! You can catch 
updates about Events, Weekly Market Commentary, Personal Development, 
Retirement Planning, and MORE! Visit our library of blogs by going to www.
sweetfinancial.com/blog.  
Raymond James is not affiliated with the Women Forward or Smarter Business programs.

New & Notes


